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Welcome to your autumn newsletter! 
Well, Autumn has most certainly arrived and it’s time for another newsletter  There’s been so much 
happening since the summer, despite the dreaded ‘C’, so grab a nice hot cup of tea and enjoy the read. 
We look back on our first fleece show and forward to the next, Sarah gives us her vet tips for the season, 
there’s a watch out for potentially poisonous plants in your hedgerow and we have the low down on field 
shelters and surveillance cameras.   Tom tells us why he is standing for the BAS Board and we report on a visit 
to the British Alpaca Fashion Company who we featured in our summer newsletter.   
Finally, we have a proposal for the Vet Day which we would love to hear your feedback on asap.  Please let us 
know if you would like to attend (virtually!)  cornwallcamelidassociation@hotmail.com   
 

Thanks, Wendy 

Message from our Chairman 

Firstly, a very warm welcome to our new members Helen and Phil, Georgina, Margaret and Thomas – I hope 
you and all our members enjoy this Autumn Newsletter. 
The rain is lashing down as I write this and I’m just hoping that autumn 2020 is not constantly wet as it will be 
a long winter otherwise. 
Again our activities as a group are restricted due to the pandemic but we have at least managed to run a very 
successful first fleece show. Thank you to Sandra and our other hard working committee members and helpers 
for creating such a wonderful event and to Tim Hey for judging. 
Here on farm we have used a dark brown stud this year for the first time in a while and all our cria have been 
born coloured, with not one white one. He must have a very dominant colour gene. We have our first ever 
modern rose grey female born so this will be interesting to follow as she looks nice at the moment. 
As those who know me will realise we also keep a flock of sheep to eat off the grass under some solar panels 
where we have a contract to manage the green areas. This consists of a mixed flock of commercials. I’d always 
liked the look of the Wensleydale breed but not really taken it any further until this year. 
I read about a lovely lady who was battling leukaemia and needed help with her flock and these happened to 
be the only flock of black Wensleydale sheep in Cornwall and indeed very rare nationwide. We agreed to have 
the flock over for a holiday to give the lady chance to fight her health battle which unfortunately she sadly lost 
a few months later. I’ve helped her son to sort things out and am now the owner of a flock of 25 Black 
Wensleydales.  These are the equivalent of suri alpacas in their fleece style but a higher micron at around 32. 
They also have a very lustrous fleece so I think it would combine well with alpaca fibre. 
I do hope we can all meet up socially again soon but it’s not looking promising out there at the moment. 
 
Warmest wishes 

Nigel  

mailto:cornwallcamelidassociation@hotmail.com
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NEWS UPDATE 

 
Cornwall Fleece Show 
2020  
Review by CCA members 
 

 
The Fleece Show seems in the dim and distant past already, but I hope you all saw the results on facebook and 
the write up in the Autumn Alpaca magazine    
As you may remember, at the end of the show, judge Tim Hey ran a question & answer session with attendees 
in which we had the benefit of being able to pick his brains.  For those who couldn’t make it, here are some of 
the highlights that CCA members picked out: 
 
What did you hear from Tim that was most memorable for you? 
 

Teresa 
 

That the most common and costly (in terms of points) mistake that people make is to over skirt and 
hence lose points on clean fleece weight. And I was definitely guilty of that. We skirted the three fleeces 
to varying degrees, as a bit of an experiment as we weren't sure about the balance on the different 
traits...you can really see that in the photo of the first couple of exhibits (ours)...the modern grey fleece 
at the back was skirted by me and then Tracey & I skirted it again - it only got 3 points out of 15 for clean 

fleece weight  And even Ike's fleece (who got Reserve Champion) only got 7.5 marks out of 15 - and he 
was only 3 or 4 points behind the champion! 

Lin 
 

I thought Tim's comment on the importance of breeding for density was informative, I get side tracked 
by the other qualities such as handle and brightness. 
The chat around cria shearing was interesting. I got the impression that it doesn't bring much gain apart 
from the cria looking tidier. 

Sandra That we could add necks to show fleeces.  This is interesting from a shearing/shirting perspective. 

Heather 
 

Always ask yourself WHY? You are doing something 

Tom  
 

Skirting tips - less is more - skirting back to the edge until you hit the threshold of your guard hairs 

Felicia The general discussion brought many useful ideas – cria shearing pros and cons, mating females at just 
over a year if heavy enough and willing – only try a couple of times then leave to the following season.  
At weaning time, remove the mums from the group so less stressful for the cria who remain with their 
peer group. We have done this for years now and it really does work. 

 
 
Did you hear any tips that you and / or others may find useful? 
 

Teresa Really useful advice about skirting (taking a couple of staples from the mid-side and using these to 
compare to the edges as you're going round and skirt the rougher stuff). 
Spraying show fleeces with a fine mist of water before storing them until the next show so that they 
don't dry out. 
His criteria for breeding females (12 months of age, 50kg and sitting readily). We used to have this in our 
health plan but at only 40kg and I dropped it because I felt that the females grew on a better if they 
were left until 2 years of age. We've had a couple of huge yearlings more recently (bigger than adults) so 
may rethink this as it was very frustrating leaving them open... 

Sandra Adding necks to the show fleeces 

Tom When to wean - 5 mths, 25kg  
Mating yearlings at 50kg if they are ready (sit easily) 

Felicia Including the neck of the Huacaya +how important it is not to over skirt and loose lots of points 
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Did you hear anything that surprised you or you didn’t know before? 

Teresa That cria shearing had started when the show season continued into June/July time (with Bath & West 
and the Royal Show) so that youngsters weren't in 14/15 months of fleece. I'd assumed it was because 
they wanted them to look clean/smart going into the show ring. 
It was also interesting to hear his view that it didn't make any difference to judging and that he is no 
longer cria shearing (the industry cannot justify a second shearing round for no produceable product). 

Sandra Cria shearing as late as August, I had thought July was late enough with our summers plus he made 
sense of the commercial aspect of cria shearing;  why pay for 2 shears for a reduced weight fleece which 
might not be able to be processed. 

Heather Found discussion on cria shearing really interesting on the reasons some do/don’t do it.  Wasn’t 
something I’d really heard about before 

Georgina I found the bit that Tim mentioned regarding when to start mating females interesting. I always thought 
that 12 months seemed a little early and I have recently just had matings with Sandra for 6 of my 
females and didn’t even consider my youngest female who is now 13 months. I’m now going to see how 
she reacts with one of my males and will consider mating her too if she seems happy. 

Tom Surprised by lack of obsession about vegetation in the fleece 
Doing and participating in the fleece show really does give you feedback  - much more instructional and 
informative about your animals than a halter show 
The importance of length of fleece - crimp / style is important but not if it detracts from length 

 
We also gathered general feedback and any ideas for improvements for the next time: 

 
I don't think the day could have been improved, it was a great day and all seemed to run extremely smoothly. 
 
I think it was a fab event! From someone who just attended, it looked well organised, it was lovely to look round all the 
fleeces to see the points vs. traits as well as get invaluable feedback on my own animals. And as per usual, it was 
friendly/welcoming. Tim rang me on the way home and re-iterated again what a welcoming, friendly and close group we 
were and how it made such a difference to his visit.  I really do hope it becomes an annual event! 
Getting the feedback on your fleeces is so worthwhile, whether you win a prize or not! I entered 3 of our grey cria fleeces - 
so they were all in the same class! Not many breeders would do that as they can't all win but I wanted an objective 
comparison of the three - we liked all three but their traits varied a little. Then we are able to check back where we are 
against our breeding aims - and see which animals (and mating combinations) moved us towards where we want to go and 
which may not be so quick to get there... 
 
It was a really enjoyable and informative day.  I’ve never been to any alpaca shows fleece or otherwise so was great. 
 
Thank you all for organising a very successful first fleece show for the CCA 
 
I think we will struggle to improve on the first show, most aspects were well covered.  In the future hopefully out of Covid 
restrictions, more people might attend in the Judges session, bearing in mind the logistics of our group, having a BAS judge 
on site is such a valuable chance to learn. 
 
As the hosts on the day, it was actually great – we learned so much from being part of the judging process and being able to 
see such a range of different fleeces.  For next time my list of improvements is: 
• Think about ways to make it more accessible virtually too 

• Ask the judge to narrate the top table (and possible colour champions) on video to share online  

• Plan how to make a better display after the judging which is great for visitors to see and learn from the different 
fleeces and has plenty of banners etc for good photo opportunities 

• Add in an opportunity for a social at end of day (assuming its allowed!) 

• And a variety of logistical improvements  

 
Thanks to Sandra for doing all the heavy lifting and everyone who helped on the day.  Hopefully we can do 
an even bigger and better show next year! 
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CCA Vet Day 2020 
 
The vet day is planned to take place at the end of November.  Given the current outlook on the pandemic and 
likely restrictions being in force, we are planning an alternative ‘virtual’ event.  As this is always such a key 
event in the CCA calendar, we would really love it to go ahead so are hoping this proposal meets with 
members approval and we can at least give it a go!  
 
We plan to have the meeting over Zoom - this allows multiple people to connect over the internet on a video 
call - it’s free to use and quite easy to set up if you haven’t used it before. 
The session would last about 2 hours and be divided into 3 x 30min sessions with a short break between each 
one.  For each session there would be a video presentation lasting about 20 mins and then open to the floor 
for questions.  The proposed topics are: 
 
1) Head and Senses - covering 
Teeth, Neuro conditions,Eyes; anaemia, common ocular disorders, Ears  
2) Maintaining Condition over winter - covering 
Thin and fat / body condition, Preg/lactating females, Weight loss and why, Insulin resistance, Fatty liver  
How to manage dietary requirements 
3) Feedback from the international Camelid veterinary conference that Sarah attended last year + Q&A*  
* If members have any questions they would like to make sure are covered, they can be emailed in advance. 
 
Access to the conference would by £10 per member. 
Please can you email to let us know if you would like to join so we can ensure we have enough interest to go 

ahead using cornwallcamelidassociation@hotmail.com   Thanks 

 
 

Why I’m standing for the BAS Board 

by Tom Scott, Dark Sky Alpacas 
 

I’m sure we’ve all being watching the recent turmoil on the BAS Board with dismay, 
with resignations and discord abound. So why on earth would anyone in their right 
mind want to stand for election?! 
 
Well despite that less than ideal backdrop yours truly has put his name forward, 
kindly proposed by Gary and Felicia at Popham. My reasons for volunteering are 
pretty simple – I’d like to try and help the Board better look after the Society, the 
members and above all our beloved alpacas. 
 
Since Wendy and I set-up Dark Sky Alpacas and joined the wider alpaca owning 
community we have been welcomed, encouraged (particularly by our friends in the 
southwest) and have without doubt fully caught the alpaca bug. We also recently 

guided the existing Board to capture their vision for the Society and what they wanted it to represent and 
deliver, which they published in their recent ‘Message House’. Through that piece of work, it reinforced to me 
what the Society should be doing, and I believe I have some of the experience that they need to help them do 
that by bringing a little bit of business and Board experience and discipline to the table. 
 
If I’m elected to the Board my number one priority will be to help them stamp out the discord and then focus 
on what the membership need, listen to what different people think and want, better communicate Board 
decisions and hopefully remind us all that owning alpacas is ultimately about enjoyment. So, if that sounds like 
something you agree with and you would like someone from [their adopted] southwest to represent you on 
the Board then please give me your vote. Thanks Tom 
 
[click here to see my candidate profile along with all the other candidates on the BAS website] 

“I have experience with 

immovable objects…” 

mailto:cornwallcamelidassociation@hotmail.com
https://www.bas-uk.com/members-area/the-british-alpaca-society/agm-information-and-previous-minutes/agm-2020-meet-the-candidates/
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WELFARE  
 
Potentially poisonous plant alert - Bitter Sweet Nightshade   
by Felicia Sanders, Popham Alpacas 
 

I expect some of you know about this plant. I felt it would be useful to add it to the newsletter. I have found it 
in the hedge row this year and in the fields. 
I am not sure all varieties are poisonous even so I would suggest you remove any plants. The flowers are very 
obvious. 
 
Identification (see below for additional photos) 

• Perennial vine or sprawling shrub; lower stems woody, upper herbaceous branches die back each 
year 

• Flowers have star-shaped, purple, backward-pointing petals and stamens fused in a prominent yellow 
cone; grow in clusters along branches on short stalks extending out from the stems  

• Berries are round or egg-shaped and bright red when ripe with numerous yellow, flattened seeds; 
unripe berries are green 

• Leaves are dark-green to purplish and often with one or two small ear-like lobes near the base, leaf 
blades are 1 to 4 inches long 

• Main root grows horizontally just below the surface and suckers frequently  

• Crushed leaves and bark have an unpleasant smell 

Toxicity 

Although this is not the same plant as deadly nightshade or belladonna (an uncommon and extremely 
poisonous plant), bittersweet nightshade is somewhat poisonous and has caused loss of livestock and pet 
poisoning and, more rarely, sickness and even death in children who have eaten the berries. Fortunately, 
bittersweet nightshade has a strong, unpleasant odor, so most animals will avoid it, and poisonings from this 
plant are not very frequent. 

The entire plant contains solanine, the same toxin found in green potatoes and other members of the 
nightshade family, and it also contains a glycoside called dulcamarine, similar in structure and effects to 
atropine, one of the toxins found in deadly nightshade. The toxin amount varies with soil, light, climate and 
growth stage. Ripe fruits are generally less toxic than the leaves and unripe berries, but even ripe berries can 
be poisonous. 

Bittersweet nightshade photos  
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Shelter for your alpacas is essential 
Sandra Muriel, Alpacas of Cornwall 
 
Providing shelter for your alpacas is essential, whether you own 3 or 50, pets, cria, breeding stock or stud 
males, at some point they will need to go inside to escape the elements, especially the young and older 
alpacas.  If you are breeding, then a shelter is a necessity if you do not have a barn to take the new borns or 
weak cria in with mums.   
 
Unless you are in a high conservation area, you do not need planning permission for a mobile field shelter. 
Some shelters for sale have skids which mean they can be moved.   For a field shelter, a 12 x 10 shelter would 
easily be large enough for up to 6 alpacas.  Guttering to a water butt provides a water supply for the most 
remote shelter, convenient solar lights, hay bags and feed troughs can be added and I recommend you build a 
wind break in front of the open end.  4 x 4 posts with wood panels or cladding and sheet roofing (we use 
Cladco) with clear panels for natural light makes a basic structure.  If you do not want to hang gates, then 
hurdles can make up gates or a pen to the front;  I do place hurdles inside with handing mangers for small 
groups. 

 
Photo shows group of 8 sheltering from snow in a 13 x 10 

shelter. 
 

Placement of your shelter is important, avoid where 
water drains and have the open end toward the north if 
possible, orientate it so the closed sides give the best 
shelter. 
I add rubber mats to the floors and in front, so I can clean 
easily and it prevents the floors becoming muddy.  All of 
my buildings have a canopy at the front, this gives added 
shelter to those alpacas who do not like going inside and 
shade in the summer  -  alpacas like the shelters when they are hot to sit and cool in.  If I swap groups, then I 
disinfect the shelters and mangers thoroughly for my own bio security. 
 
I rarely shut my alpacas in but allow them the choice to stay in, the only exception is the weanlings who might 
not realise bad weather is ahead and not go in of their own accord, so I do put them in and close the gates.  A 
lone alpaca regularly in a shelter can be an early sign of ill health and should be checked. 
 
And finally, shelters are not just for the alpacas, many times I have stood inside them and kept out of a shower 
or a break from a storm!    
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Which field camera should I choose? 

Tom Scott, Dark Sky Alpacas 
 

 

 
 
So, you fancy keeping an eye on your alpacas from the comfort of your kitchen, when you’re away from home 
(if we ever are allowed again…) or perhaps early in the morning during birthing season from your bed! 
Whatever the reason there are a plethora of cameras on the market. Having [it feels like] tried them all, I 
thought I’d offer some suggestions for what you might want to consider. BUT, before you rush off to Amazon 
you need to think about a couple of things: 
 

• Why do you want the camera? Is it just to check if your alpacas are in their shelter, is it to monitor your 
birthing field, is it to monitor a particular boundary…? This will tell you the capabilities you’re after be 
it a simple static camera, one that pans around, or indeed the fully capability of ‘PTZ’ (pan, tilt and 
zoom). 

• Do you want to be able to record? If you do, then you’ll need one with an SD card or be connected to a 
‘NVR’ (network video recorder) or be able to record in the cloud using video surveillance software. 

• Do you want more than one camera? If yes, then it makes sense to stick with one manufacturer so that 
you can either link them together or at the very least just have to use one app to monitor. 

• Do you want a consolidated view of all your cameras simultaneously either on a dedicated screen or on 
your phone or tablet? 

• Do you want to be able to scan an area and track down those pesky alpacas? 

• Do you want to be able to zoom in? If so by how much x4, x8 or even x30, which will let you see all the 
glorious detail even from 100s of metres away 

• Do you want to see in the dark? 
 
Wait! You’re still not ready to buy. You must now think about power and connectivity. 
 

• Power: Will the camera be somewhere in reach of mains power? If not, will it be within 100m of your 
router or extender, which would allow you to use ‘POE’ (power over ethernet) that runs over an 
ethernet cable (you might also then need a powered network switch), or you could use solar power 
either directly to charge a camera or to charge a 12v deep cycle leisure battery (but make sure it’s in a 
battery box to keep it and the alpacas safe). If you don’t fancy a solar panel and you don’t mind 
recharging the 12v battery in your barn or house, then you could swap them over as required…but they 
are heavy mind! 

• Connectivity: Will the camera be near your router – remember you can run an ethernet cable and 
hardwire the camera for up to 100m from a router or extender – a hard-wired solution will always give 

6.46am – but no need to go and check! – they’re all indoors – thanks Farmstream 360  
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you the most reliable coverage, or is there Wi-Fi coverage where you want to place the camera that 
will allow you to use a Wi-Fi enabled camera? Can you extend Wi-Fi coverage using an external wireless 
Access Point [essentially an antenna that plugs into your router] that could give you an omni-directional 
range of approx. 200m (I use a TP-Link EAP225-Outdoor AC1200 MU-MIMO Wireless Gigabit 
Indoor/Outdoor Access Point) or do you want to place a camera even further away and use a long-
range antenna Wi-Fi signal extender to create a ‘hotspot in a field’ up to 1.5km away (I use a KUMA Wi-
Fi Kit Internet Hotspot Booster). You can also get cameras that use mobile signals with their own sim 
card – a sim card specifically for an ‘IoT’ (Internet of Things) device only costs around £4 per month. 
But remember the mobile signal strength and reliability is key here so best check on your phone first 
e.g. on Bodmin Moor it’s a lost cause! 

 
So, given all that complexity here’s a little table for you to fill in before heading off to the [virtual] shops: 
 

Power Mains /PoE /Solar /12v 

Connection type Hardwired / Wi-Fi / 4G 

Smartphone app Yes / No 

Static view Yes / No

Pan and Tilt Yes / No 

Zoom Yes / No 
Night Vision Yes / No 

Image quality Standard / HD 

Motion detection Yes / No 

Weatherproof IP66 rated / No 

Still image capture Yes / No

Recording option SD / NVR / Cloud
Speaker Yes / No

 
Can you buy now? YES you can, but don’t forget all those extra bits and pieces you need to power and connect 
to it [and don’t worry if you need a little help designing your solution then please give me a shout]. 
 
P.S. For what it’s worth the best camera I’ve found by far is the Farmstream 360 Degree Camera, a 5 mega-
pixel outdoor rated camera with x30 zoom, which comes in either Wi-Fi or 4G and can be 12v or mains 
powered, has a 30 zoom. https://www.farmstream.co.uk/products/farm-stream-5mp-360-degree-4g-camera 
 

 
  

https://www.farmstream.co.uk/products/farm-stream-5mp-360-degree-4g-camera
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VETINARY FEATURE 

 
How lockdown added to my perspective as a vet 

by Sarah Caldwell, BSc (Hons) BVSc MRCVS 
 
Sharing the responsibility of managing my partners flock of sheep has been quite a learning curve, despite 
thinking I already had quite a good insight. The vet in me was almost relived for vaccination day and when 
presented with a challenging birth! What I hadn’t anticipated was the time spent on the behind the scenes 
bits. So, I thought for this edition I could do some lessons I learned with some practical application for 
alpacas… 

 
1. Listen to your gut 
You know your animals and their unique characteristics and quirks – if they are off, don’t ignore them. This 
intuition is even more important with alpacas as they are particularly stoical creatures and the ultimate 
masters of disguise. 
 

2. Make your life easier 

I have found two particular areas of management that when optimised can be time saving and reduce much 
frustration (!)…. 

a) Handling 
The specific requirements of this will vary from farm to farm depending on your animals, management systems 
and purpose. In each case, well maintained, adequate facilities will make your life easier! This may include 
race-ways, holding areas for group tasks, a shute if deemed necessary for individual treatment and halter 
training. 

b) Use a calendar  
Paperwork can be a tedious task and the information is only as useful as you make it. As part of health 
planning for other people I have utilised calendars to document past and present information – this can be as 
detailed as you wish to make it. I practiced what I preach this year and did find it useful as an ‘at a glance’ 
document and to identify patterns, enabling us to make calculated management decisions for the next 12 
months.  
These have included: 

• Worm egg count (WEC) results and treatment type. This is not an official requirement for camelids but 
essential for management purposes. As products will be used off-licence, often with off-label doses, the 
quantities should also be recorded.   

• Who was in what field when! This helps to build a picture of where the greatest worm burdens are on the 
pasture and can be used in conjunction with the WECs to avoid grazing susceptible animals in subsequent 
risk periods. Soil health can also be extrapolated from grass growth. 

• Weighing data to monitor for development and health.  

• Weaning  

• A prompt for the ‘5 Ts’ (see later) 

• Mating dates and anticipated birthing (Perhaps not so reliable in alpacas!!) 

• Pregnancy scanning 

• Vaccination and mineral treatments  
• Preparing for birthing; equipment and disinfecting shed (I recommend Cyclex for coccidiosis and 

cryptosporidiosis parasites) 
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3. Plan and monitor for parasites 
This year has been particularly challenging for predicting parasite levels due to the 
second spring we experienced. Gut worms, and the eggs in which they emerge from, 
all have unique life cycles and require different conditions to hatch and thrive. NADIS 
do an online forecast for risk which is a really useful tool.  
Nematodirrus battus is the only worm that develops into its infective stage within the 
egg. A sudden increase in temperature triggers the worms to emerge on mass - ready 
to infect. Sheep develop a black scour associated with this parasite but for anatomical 
reason, alpacas do not show this sign so weight monitoring and WECs are essential for 
identifying a burden. If possible, avoid grazing cria on the same pasture as the previous years’ offspring. 
Haemonchus (Barbers pole worm) is the most common cause of anaemia in camelids. Due to their adaptation 
to survive at altitude, a sick animal can disguise symptoms until nearly fatal.   
Monitoring is essential and should include weighing, worm egg counting and checking membrane colour.  
In each case, identifying the parasite(s), selecting the correct treatment, and administering it at the correct 
dose, is essential to a successful outcome but also to reduce the risk of resistance to worming products; which 
we are seeing increasingly within the camelid population.  

 
4. Prepare for the mating period - ‘The 5 Ts’ 
Ahead of the mating period, all males and females should be examined for fitness to breed: 
Stud male MOT -  
1 – Temperament; In hand mating will require handling 
2 – Teeth; good conformation essential as hereditary  
3 – Testicles; over 4cm long, symmetrical, firm (like a flexed bicep) with no lumps 
4 – Tone; Aim for Body Condition Score 3/5 
5 – Treat; vaccinations, parasite control, shear (essential for studs to avoid sperm being too hot) 
Female MOT -  
1 – Temperament; good qualities to raise cria  
2 – Timing; maidens are 65% of their mature body weight, receptive to the male, within your breeding period 
3 – Teeth; good conformation essential as hereditary  
4 – Teats; avoid mating females with additional (supernumerary) teats, no history of mastitis  
5 – Treat; vaccinations, parasite control, shear, mineral supplementation 
Avoid re-mating a pair that have previously resulted in in-fertility or cria born with congenital defects.  

 
5. Have fun! 
I don’t know about you…but after this year I feel more grateful than ever to live in such a beautiful part of the 
world and have animals and the great outdoors to occupy our time. Have fun and enjoy! 
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USING YOUR FLEECE 
 

Visit to the British Alpaca Fashion Company 

Wendy & Tom Scott, Heather Lester, Felicia Sanders  
 

 

 
Felicia, Heather, Tom and I were all intrigued with the article in our summer newsletter from the British Alpaca 
Fashion Company and took Anila up on her kind offer of a workshop (and a wonderful lunch!). 
 
During our visit we saw some of the stunning products the team have created in what Felicia described as an 
‘alpaca habadashery’– incredibly fine men’s suits, coats, knitted jackets, tops and jumpers, scarves, gloves, 
throws – you name it, there is at least a prototype in their workshop.  Anila is a serial experimenter – if you can 
imagine it, she can probably make it a reality – but only from alpaca!  This is her passion and she is determined 
to show the world what high quality products you can make from this very special fibre. They have made 
products for some of the finest Mayfair boutiques and worked with fashion designers as far afield as Japan. 
 

Anila introduced us to her small team: 
 
Tanaya has a degree in fashion, specialising in knitting, and is the 
master of their amazing knitting machine. 
The multi talented Sami does all the ‘linking’ in addition to taking care 
of their herd of both alpacas and guanacos with Anila’s husband, 
David. 
Anila herself is the lead designer, working with Tanaya.  
 
We saw the knitting machine in action – from programming the 
pattern to operating the machine and producing our very own 
fingerless glove!  It took about 15 mins to knit plus and a few more 
minutes for Sami to link the ends together. 

 

The visit inspired Tom and I to finally do something with our 2 year collection of fleece.  We returned the 
following week to grade our fibre ready for spinning and to work on designing our take on a traditional Cornish 
Smock.  We’ll be using our suri fleece and hope to produce something that we can sell at a good margin (if I 
don’t decide to keep them to myself!!) 
Heather has also made the return trip and is making some throws.  Felicia is interested to see what she can do 
with her appaloosa fleece – they are such favourites with visitors that she would love to have some products 
available for them to buy and take home with them. 
 



 

 
CCA Autumn Newsletter 2020 

If you have fleece you haven’t yet processed, or already have yarn that you don’t know what to do with, Anila 
would be more than happy to explore options with you directly too. 
 

Here’s how the process works:   

 

DESIGN Work with Anila and Tanaya on the design – they provide the creative flair and the practical 
translation into a product they can make 

 
SPIN Once you are happy, they will then be able to brief the mill (they usually work with Two 

Rivers) who provide spun fibre to the right specification for the garment 
 

KNIT Then it’s over to Tanaya who programmes and then operates the knitting machine to 
produce the garment components. 

 
LINK To create the final product, Sami joins the pieces as required with the linking machine. 

 
 

FINISH After some finishing treatments, voila – the finished article! 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PS I mentioned the Guanacos and must say more!  I’d never seen them before ‘in the flesh’ – they are 
wonderful and majestic, you can just see the tremendous power in their legs and they hold themselves with 
such poise.  They make alpacas look super easy to handle and love to run free and jump high (they can get up 
to 40mph!) – but are a bit ‘soft’ about the weather – they head indoors at the first sign of rain    
When you visit, make sure you have a farm tour! 
 

 

CONTACT :  Anila Preston  
 

Tel 07736 351973  Instagram british_alpaca_fashion_company              

 

E mail anila.preston@britishalpacafashion.co.uk  Website www.alpacaexclusive.com   
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LIGHT HEARTED HINTS & TIPS 
 

Poo  
By Wendy Scott, Dark Sky Alpacas 

 
I seem to spend a lot of time ‘poo picking’.  It worries me that I spend my time figuring out ‘whose poo is 
whose’ and also naming the poo types … 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
etc! 
 
 

But this one took me by surprise this year in the Mum’s and babies field…. 

These were scattered all over the place and really stand out against the grass.  Tom was 

busy googling ‘white alpaca poo’ and the internet kindly told us …. 
“if you have white poo, one of your alpacas is close to death from anaemia” 

Panic, alarm … nobody has white membranes, everyone is acting perfectly healthily and 

normal….  Emergency advice sought from experienced friend…. Verdict: perfectly fine, 

just a ‘milky mum’ and cria that hasn’t yet started eating grass (the culprit was about a 

week old) Phew …  
 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY (as published by BAS 29/9/20) 

 

2020 
YAG Fleece Show 

Date: 13 October 

Judge : Liz Barlow 

Organizer: Deborah Sporton 

 

Northern Fleece Show 

Date: 29th November 

Judges: Rob and Shirley Bettinson 

Organiser: Stuart Ramsey 

 

 

The ‘classic’ poo 
emoticon or when softer 

‘Mr Whippy’ 

Chocolate covered 
peanuts 

Their smaller relative, 
Chocolate covered raisins 

The Pine Cone 

The Chewing Gum 

2021 
BAS National Show 

Date 26th, 27th and 28th March 

Telford 
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