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Welcome to your winter newsletter! 
Ok, so I admit it hasn’t really snowed but a snowy picture is so much nicer than one of the rain – and we did 
have a few quite frosty mornings !  Anyway, Happy Christmas and welcome to our winter round up.  Whilst we 
haven’t been able to gather together, one of the lovely things about the CCA is getting to know other alpaca 
lovers and the support we can all give each other.  So in this issue we have a new feature that I hope will 
become a regular one - ‘Getting to Know You’ in which two members interview one another and then write 
each other’s stories.  Our first reporters are Heather and Daivd of Polgrain Alpacas and Helen and Phil of 
Kiligorrick Alpacas.  They are both relatively new to Cornwall and to alpacas and it’s great to learn more about 
them and their journeys so far.  At the other end of the spectrum, we hear from Rosalind about her recent 
home move and (alleged!) attempt to retire from alpacas and from Kate who was successfully elected to the 
BAS Board in November.  There is food for thought from Teresa and Sandra on the subject of colour genetics in 
breeding and colour variations in fleece and our usual ‘vet spot’ from Sarah.  Kicking us off though is Nigel, 
who is coming to the end of his four year stint as our Chair, reflecting back on his time and looking to the 
future.  I’m sure you’ll all join me in thanking him for everything he has done and hope you will will also get 
involved in putting together the new committee. 
As ever, all contributions and ideas are welcome for the next newsletter J 
 

Thanks, Wendy 

Message	from	our	Chairman	
Welcome to our CCA newsletter. 
 
As most of you will be aware, I will be stepping down as chair 
and show manager at the next AGM. 
I have now completed four years as chair and its six years 
since I took over the show manager role from Gary. 
Now it’s time to refresh the roles with new people and I look 
forward to giving my support to whoever takes up the baton.  
I think a resume of my tenure is now in order. 
I took over the role of chair from Gary and at the time the committee was going through a period of change 
and renewal. I hope I managed to stabilise the group and take it forward to a bright future. Little did I think 
that I’d be in position for four years. 
Sandra took on the role of secretary and together we have had a wonderful working relationship becoming 
good friends and providing a sounding post for ideas both ways. There has been plenty of lighthearted banter 
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along the way, AGMs and meetings have certainly not been boring. I have endeavoured to give support 
without being overpowering and I believe I’ve succeeded in this. 
 I would like to thank Gary and Felicia for their support as they both worked tirelessly for the group before last 
year stepping down from committee. I’ve learnt a lot from them both for which I’m very grateful.  
Initially Gary kindly gave me the role of show manager six years ago and this has meant me organising things at 
Griggs and welcoming our member friends to the show. What I’m now looking forward to (covid permitting) is 
attending the show as an exhibitor and being welcomed by a new show manager. Hopefully this will allow me 
to relax on the day and not be constantly looking for the next problem to deal with. 
I do feel quite proud of what Sandra and I have achieved now with the show, especially the last one which I 
thought was outstanding. Shame we had to cancel 2020, can we hold one in 2021? I somehow doubt it. 
This leads me on to the outstanding fleece show which was primarily organised by the committee with me in a 
supporting role. I pay tribute to the outstanding work to put this on in such a professional way. I have to say it 
was made all the sweeter for us by Carpalla Fonz our homebred male winning reserve white champion behind 
only the national champion Popham Gabine, owned by Roger Clarke. Fonz then went on to get best of British 
so we were delighted. I think this event can now be repeated on an annual basis and will become a major 
group and national event. 
There appears to be more interest now in alpacas than at any stage of my membership of the CCA, I’m now 
the longest serving committee member and have seen many people come and go over my 10 years of CCA 
involvement. I plan to continue on the committee in a supporting role to provide continuity. I believe members 
can look forward to a bright future with the CCA as we now have a very sound base. 
 Let’s hope that we can continue to move into this decade as a happy group with mutual respect for others’ 
endeavours, helping each other wherever we can to achieve success. 
Warmest regards. 
Nigel. 
 
 
 

NEWS	UPDATE	
	
BAS	Board	Election		
Kate	Brookes,	Mullacott	Alpacas	
 
Hi everyone in the CCA 
 
Having just been elected to the BAS board, I thought I would introduce myself. 
You may already know me, but for those that don't, I am a long time alpaca owner (approaching 25 years 
now!) and a complete alpaca addict, with my herd of 50 alpacas in North Devon at Mullacott Alpacas. I don't 
show my alpacas but am very active in running courses in all things alpaca, mainly through the BAS affiliate 
scheme. 
Wendy has approached me to see if I can write something regularly with the news from the BAS board for the 
newsletter and I have promised to do my best to give you updates. I am very keen to be a conduit for 
information - hopefully both ways, so please feel free to make contact with me if you have anything you want 
to ask/discuss.  
Thanks  
Kate  
 
katebrookes2@gmail.com 
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GETTING	TO	KNOW	YOU	 
	
A new feature for this issue in which members interview each other and share their alpaca stories with us.  For 
the Spring issue, I’d like to feature two experienced alpaca owners – so please feel free to volunteer yourself - 
or others! J 

 
Getting to know…   
David and Heather Lester of Polgrain Alpacas 
By	Helen	&	Phil		
	
 

 
For the first time since the start of ‘lockdown’ and our necessity to 
use Zoom calls as a way of communication, our internet 
connection played up resulting in a very stilted ‘Get to know’ 
conversation with David and Heather Lester of Polgrain Alpacas. 
 
David and Heather moved to Cornwall just over 2 years ago from 
Hampshire. They felt they wanted a more rural lifestyle and since 
being here have enjoyed the quality of clear and clean air that 
Cornwall has to offer. They also agreed with us that the sunrises 
and sunsets are amazing. 
 
David and Heather bought a farm and decided that it was in need of animals. They have a herd of sheep and 
some piglets which are very entertaining but the decision to get alpacas, although being in the back of their 
minds for some time really came to fruition following an alpaca husbandry course at Mullacott Alpacas in 
North Devon. They originally bought 7 alpacas, 2 of which were pregnant eighteen months ago. Following the 
birth of the cria they bought 3 more pregnant females. Amazingly quickly their herd has now increased to 
eighteen.  

 
 
In order to prepare their farm for alpacas, they divided a 4-acre field into two paddocks and erected a field 
shelter in each one. Frustratingly, the alpacas do not use either shelter. David and Heather bring their herd 
into the barn if the weather is too bad. 
 
David and Heather found their husbandry course useful as all alpaca scenarios seem to be tackled by your 
’teacher’. However, they found that the reality of owning your own herd is quite different. The responsibility is 
quite daunting at times. Heather found herself checking that they were all still alive when they were lying 
down in their field. We agreed that the alpacas used during these courses behave impeccably and certainly 
don’t lie down or spit! 
When asked about the worst moments they’ve had since their alpacas arrived, David told us about an horrific 
experience in their early days when two of their alpacas were badly injured following a dog attack. They were 
treated by the Vet and fortunately, after much stress and heartache the alpacas recovered. The result is that 
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David and Heather have reinforced the fencing around their paddock. We all agreed the best moments are 
watching the cria leaping and prancing together in the field.  
 
Has this year of lockdowns affected you? we asked. The answer is surely the same for us in rural Cornwall. ‘Not 
really.’ We rarely see anybody and waiting for resources for various projects to be delivered is a feat of 
patience. Lockdown or not! 
David and Heather said that they were looking forward to 2021 as their own female alpacas mated at Polgrain 
are due to give birth to cria. 
When asked about her fleeces, Heather said that initially she bought a second-hand spinning wheel and had 
tried spinning and knitting her own wool. She has made hats which David agreed were really good and warm. 
This year Heather sent their fleeces to the British Alpaca Fashion Company to be made into throws and this 
may continue in the future depending on the results this year. Whatever happens Heather will continue to spin 
and knit their own alpaca fleeces. 
David and Heather find the support network of the CCA invaluable and enjoyed meeting like-minded alpaca 
owners. They feel they would like to learn more about the fleeces and genetics of their herd. 
When asked about how they decided on names for their cria, they said their latest were named after Cornish 
Saints! 
 
 
Getting to know…   
Helen Steventon and Phil Reddington of Killigorrick Alpacas 
By	Heather	&	David	
 
Despite a dodgy internet connection, we did manage a zoom call to meet and Get to Know Helen Steventon 
and Phil Reddington of Killigorrick Alpacas.  Helen and Phil have been living in Cornwall for a year now, having 
moved from Rochester in Kent.  They have ten children between them and decided it was impossible to live 
near all of them, so would move somewhere where hopefully they will all come and visit.  They love the sky in 
Cornwall and from their property have seen some amazing sunrises and sunsets.  Helen feels that the beautiful 
skies have a much ‘purer feel’ to them.  They also like the people and are slowly getting used to ‘dreckley’ 
time, whilst Helen’s Cornish accent is coming along nicely. 

 
They had been thinking about getting alpacas for a while, but after a 
fox attack on their chickens, ducks and home hatched geese, they 
brought that forward, deciding to get three guard alpacas.  After 
attending a husbandry course at Popham Alpacas they were put in 
contact with Tom and Wendy at Dark Sky Alpacas who had three boys 
available, and 6 weeks ago the three boys arrived.  Of course, as we 
all know it never just stops at that.  Whilst at Dark Sky Alpacas they 
fell in love with some of the cria, and also bought some pregnant 
females with cria at foot.  A couple of weeks after the boys arrived, 
the girls rocked up and now they have 10! 
 

Getting the farm ready for the alpacas’ arrival has been quite challenging for them.  They have had to put up 
all the fencing from scratch and built field shelters.  One shelter they are still trying to get finished but are 
finding the sloping land difficult to navigate.  Although they found the husbandry course very helpful, Helen 
says before the alpacas arrived she was daunted by the responsibility and whether she was up to looking after 
them. The problems are always raised, as worse case and so you understand what you are getting into, but she 
is pleased to find the reality is different.  
The first week their alpacas arrived it rained all week and they had very soggy alpacas, but otherwise, 
everything is going well.  Their best moments have been feeding the cria and being able to get closer to the 
animals.  Their worst moments are poo picking in the rain.  They have a poo hoover nicknamed ‘the crapinator’ 
that Phil pulls around on the tractor pointing out poo whilst lucky Helen gets to hoover it up. 
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Helen and Phil joined 
the CCA after Tom and 
Wendy told them about 
it.  They feel it’s very 
helpful to have contact 
with likeminded people 
and a support network 
to help in their alpaca 
journey.  Going 
forward, they would 
like to learn more about 
genetics and what to do with their fleeces.  Initially they plan on buying a spinning wheel and having a play 
with the fleece themselves. 
 
Lockdown has been difficult for meeting new people and being able to source materials, a shed they ordered 
for their newly hatched and fast growing geese, never arrived, they are looking forward to 2021.  They have 
the birth of their cria to look forward to, which will be named after Bond villains, and hope to then mate their 
females.  Outside of their alpacas they are looking forward to being able to see all their children and 
grandchild, it has been hard not being able to see them other than on a screen. 
 
Quick Fire Questions 
 

 Helen	 Phil	 	 Heather	 David	

Favourite colour 
alpaca 

Black All of them  Black 

Suri or  
Huacaya 

Huacaya Suri  Huacaya 

Poo picking or 
Toenail clipping 

Poo picking  Poo picking  

Fencing or  
Field shelters 

Fencing  Fencing 

Mizzle or  
Wind 

Wind– everyone goes slightly scatty  Wind 

Sunrise or  
Sunset 

Sunset  Both 

Mince pie or  
Christmas cake 

Christmas cake Both  Christmas cake Mince pie 

Cutest Alpaca Maggie May as she 
makes a weird noise 
when eating and 
Nutbush as she likes 
being in selfies 

All cute in 
different ways 

 Wenna - when the alpacas are in the 
barn at night, Wenna rolls in the hay 
and emerges like a walking haystack 
in the morning 

 

 

 

 
Who next on  
‘Getting to know 
you’ 

Anyone as we don’t know many people!  We all agreed that someone who 
had owned alpacas for a long time 
and could share their knowledge 
and expertise! 
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MEMBER	STORY  
	
How	do	you	retire	from	alpacas?	
Rosalind	Pugh,	Sampford	Alpacas	
	

How do you retire from alpacas? ….  

…… the answer is ‘with difficulty’! 

With that aim in mind, I started the ball rolling to get my rather too large house and land sold. Then along 
came the pandemic and although the photographs had been taken and the blurb written everything was put 
on hold.  
Luckily before the first ‘lock down’ I had run one of my courses on alpaca husbandry, and very fortunately all 
the people who attended eventually bought animals from me. That was 5 less to move when the time came. I 
had promised 4 girls to my sister-in-law in Cumbria, but I couldn’t let them be transported until after I had 
moved as they had to be tb tested. In case there was a problem they came with me; I couldn’t afford my herd 
to have movement restrictions placed on them until after my move. 
 
As soon as we could get going again everything happened very fast. The 2nd viewer made a good offer, I had 
to find a new place and get everything sorted before the next lock down. Decision made on a smaller place 
with only 6 ½ acres. Moving from steep hills to a flat field was going to be good for me but boring for the 
alpacas, also there were no internal fences. With the owner’s permission I was able to organize two separate 
enclosures before the move, the rest was finished afterwards. It was fun having a blank canvas, and I have 
some small hills planned at a later date, but already a container now in place to store feed etc. 
I was being pushed to move quickly but my explanation for the delay was that I did not want to move until the 
last cria had been born. Like the other 6 she arrived early and after a bit of help is now fine, but the extra 2 
weeks gave more time for packing up the house and farm and selling surplus machinery and furniture.  
 
Friends and family, I could not have done it without them. I must also give credit to my alpacas, in 4 journeys 
we moved 25 animals. They are all halter trained, which is just as well, as some of them had to be taken to the 
neighbour’s farmyard to go into a strange (to them) horse box. We had a small panic when a cria lost her mum 
and went the wrong way, she nearly ended up amongst the neighbours sheep!  
 
The sun shone that day, but I think it has rained ever since. One Suri mum has had a coat on for weeks, I am 
still waiting for two mobile shelters, but my son-in-law has built a ‘temporary’ shelter. It will probably last 
several years, certainly until I can get planning for a good sized stable and barn. The next job is to spread some 
hard core to reduce the mud.  
 
We are all very happy and settled now, I must sell some of my breeding girls next year, and I have said I won’t 
breed again, but it is tempting! 
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COLOUR	FEATURES	
 

Colour	.....Variation	or	contamination,	
Favour	or	failure?	
Sandra	Muriel,	Alpacas	of	Cornwall	
	
We are seeing more coloured fleece alpacas, in any of the glorious natural shades and it is interesting to see 
those pedigrees to see what coloured ancestors they have.  It is frustrating when showing to have a judge say 
there are a few coloured/dark fibres in a light fleece or white fibres in a dark fleece.... especially when you are 
proud of your breeding.  Does it really matter and why? 
 
For production on a commercial level then the fleece will be classed into the darkest fibres present – even if 
they are minimal.  So, a white fleece with a few brown fibres, will be classed as dark, to be dyed to be 
uniformly brown/black.  Brown fleece with white fibres will remain as brown but will require dying to even out 
the colour variation.  Black fleeces with lighter fibres will need to be dyed black.  The problem become more 
complex because the primary fibres will not take the dye as uniformly as the secondary and some variation will 
still be present in the yarn and finished products. 
 
Pure white fleeces with aligned primary and secondary fibres command the highest commercial prices as they 
can be dyed and processed for the best results, contaminated fleeces result in a lower price.  From my point of 
view, I breed my black alpacas to produce the very best black huacaya fibre possible, uniform in micron, length 
and very importantly, uniform in colour  -  black is black!  When Amadeus won National Black Male Champion 
2017, Judges Peter Kennedy and Nick Harrington-Smith commented on his uniformity of colour which placed 
him in the top slot (possibly above finer competitors, but the uniformity was key above a micron of fineness). I 
persevere to achieve that quality in all my blacks, so their fleeces can be spun and produced into natural, 
undyed black yarn and products in its unique glory. 
 
I personally do not like the term ‘contaminated’, perhaps colour ‘variation’ would be more fitting as the 
different colours are natural, not caused by any outside pollution or staining.  So how do you spot the variable 
colours  -  take fleece samples and open the staples on a contrast piece of paper or I use felt (coloured fleece 
on white paper, white fleece on black paper), suddenly those contrasting fibres will appear.  Take further 
samples to see if the variation is just a small spot or throughout out the fleece, tease the staples apart and 
explore for different colours. (See the attached photos and descriptions, by Sarah Busby, Gilt Edge Alpacas, 
NZ.) If you don’t find any then you can be assured that the fleece is all one colour.  For production, then you 
can add further fleeces together to make up a spinning batch, in the knowledge that your yarn will be the 
same colour throughout. 
 
If you are going into production, then white fibres in undyed dark yarn or dark fibres in light yarn will show up 
in your final products and be very evident, to the point the product may be ruined.  By which time you will 
have invested a lot of money and time in skirting, prepping, spinning and production costs...it is best to sieve 
out those contrasting colours on the skirting table. 
 
If you find one or two spots, they can be considered as variation, but you can remove it easily if you are 
seeking a single colour yarn.  For showing, a spot loses a point for uniformity of colour, so best removed.  
Alpacas with single spots can be interesting for breeding, what are they hiding but that is for another 
discussion.  The appaloosa spotty fleeces are a wonderful sight and great for the hand spinners who will work 
with single fleeces or maybe more if the colours match perfectly. 
 
Of course, the exception will be the grey fleeces, with their medley of black/light/fawn fibres which naturally 
blend and make the most wonderful yarns.  The same rule applies, uniformity, uniformity, uniformity.... select 
the fleeces which are the most aligned in micron, length and shade of grey for the best result. This year I 
entered a lovely grey fleece from Isabel into the Three Counties Fleece show, which scored extremely well 
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except on uniformity of colour (though placed 1st and a colour champion) – which surprised me as I thought it 
was all the same colour.  I had the fleece back on the skirting table, lo and behold there were 3 small dark 
spots in the fleece (one was actually looking at me out of the bag) which I had missed, so I carefully removed 
them, barely any weight loss and entered the fleece into the East Anglia Fleece Show, to be awarded full marks 
on colour, another 1st and championship awarded with over 80 points.  So, for showing, perfect colour 
uniformity is essential to gain every point.  After the extra skirting, it is a perfect fleece for spinning, but to find 
quantity of that exact colour would not be easy, so for the greys, I would seek to find as near as and with 
consultation with the mill, have them blended.  An alternative would be to blend with a lighter fleece of similar 
micron, which would produce a lighter grey yarn.  Blending with a darker fleece and you would need to 
consider whether it would look like the contamination in a black fleece - not a good look unless you planned to 
dye the whole batch, in the case of wonderful grey fleeces, that would seem a waste. 
 
I recently held a workshop where on the skirting table a lovely fleece prompted a good discussion. Was it fawn 
or rose grey?  There was a lot of variation in the shades of fawn so for a commercial production point, then it 
would need to be dyed.  From a showing point of view, the variation in colour and micron would have lost 
many points, but for a hand spinner, the many shades of fawn/light made it a prized fleece, it was agreed the 
resulting yarn would be wonderfully tweedy.  But to achieve large quantities would require more of exactly the 
same shades, maybe saved from the same alpaca and hope that the micron would not vary greatly over clips. 
 
So, in a nutshell, you really need to determine what you really want to do with your fleece and be objective.  If 
you want large batches of a single colour to spin, then uniformity on all points including colour is essential.  For 
a single fleece to be spun, for a small quantity of yarn, remember 2kg of skirted fleece will produce 18 x 100g 
skeins/balls or 36 x 50g skeins balls, allowing 10% of loss during spinning, that could make 18 hats or possibly 3 
jumpers so very rewarding...then those fleece with a small variation in colour can produce lovely shaded yarns, 
maybe even tweedy. 
 
Let’s look at a few examples: 
 
Pictures 1-5. Colour contamination can best be described as a fleece of a predominant colour which contain 
fibres that would be classed into a different colour. These fibres may be primary (straight and coarser) or 
secondary (crinkly and generally finer) and they will be classed as contaminants if they fall outside the colour 
classification of the rest of the fleece. Mid/dark Fawn fleeces may contain mid/dark fawn primary or secondary 
fibres and that is just fine (picture 2), but they are classed as contaminated when they contain white, light 
fawn, brown or black fibres (pictures 3-5). Likewise, black fleeces should contain only black fibres. If they 
contain white, fawn or brown they are contaminated. White fleeces are allowed to contain white fibres but if 
they contain light fawn, mid/dark fawn, brown or black they are contaminated. 
 

Picture 1: A lovely 
lustrous medium fawn 
fleece that upon close 
inspection contains 
brown primary fibres 
as contaminants. 
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Picture 2: This light brown 
fleece has light brown 
primary fibres protruding 
from the tip of the staple. All 
these fibres fall within the 
same colour classification 
and the fleece therefore is 
not contaminated. 
 
 
 

 

Picture 3: This light brown fleece has an 
obvious array of black primary fibres 
protruding from the tip. If you gently 
drew those fibres out from the tip the 
full extent of the colour difference 
would be obvious. 

 

 
 
 

 
Picture 4: The colour difference 
between the light fawn staple and 
the brown or black primary fibres is 
very evident Imagine the impact 
these contaminating fibres would 
have upon a delicate light fawn 
garment 
 
 

 

Picture 5: This brown fleece nearly has it all. 
Black primary fibres, white primary fibres 
and white secondary fibres too.  Not to 
mention the bulk of the medium brown that 
makes up the rest of the fleece. 
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Unlock	the	colour	potential	in	your	herd	
Teresa	Hawkin,	Rosecraddoc	Alpacas	
 

At the end of September, the Australian Alpaca Association hosted a webinar on colour genetics.  The 
presenter was Dr Kylie Munyard, BSc (hons) PhD, of Curtin University who shared her extensive research on 
colour coat genetics in alpacas – and how a new genetic test can help you identify the genetic colour pattern 
found in the coat of your alpacas.   

Her work is highly technical and has resulted in the production of a genetic test to confirm if an animal is a 
classic grey – which of course is of particular interest to me! Four other patterns have also been identified and 
work continues to get similar tests for them in due course. 

This is all great news for those of us trying to run very specific breeding programmes!  For example, I am 
considering testing one of my female cria born this year.  Both her parents were grey and her white markings 
were more obvious at birth - we believe she is a dilute grey but she looks more beige.  Knowing whether she is 
genetically a classic grey will help us decide on the most appropriately coloured male to use on her once she’s 
old enough. 

 

If you are also interested in getting seriously ‘nerdy’ about your herd genetics, I can highly recommend Kylie’s 
work.  

For a slightly more digestible starter, I wrote a paper back in 2013 which aimed to present a simplified model 
of colour genetics that can ‘be remembered in the paddock’.  It was featured in Alpaca World and a copy is 
available on the CCA website, click here J  
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VETINARY	FEATURE	
	
Winter	tips	for	keeping	your	camelids	safe	and	well	over	this	
period…	
	Sarah	Caldwell,	BSc	(Hons)	BVSc	MRCVS	
 
Firstly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Sandra Muriel and Tom and Wendy Scott for their support 
of the online vet day this year and technically making it happen! I am delighted that we were, in some way, 
able to get together and share some of the latest camelid information. 
 
v VITAMIN D SUPPLEMENTATION 

Vitamin D supports the regulation of calcium and phosphorus within the body and is essential to the day-
to-day health and development of your animals.  
 
Current recommendations are: 
Prevention: 1000 IU vitamin D per kg every 2 months for injectable (sub-cut), monthly for oral. 
Treatment: 2000 IU vitamin D per kg monthly.  
TAKE CARE TO CHECK THE VITAMN D DOSAGE OF YOUR PRODUCT AS THEY DO DIFFER. 
 
Very recent research has shown the need for higher phosphorus levels in growing cria and breeding females. 
One of the best ways to achieve this is to increase the vitamin D levels. More research is required to 
determine the margins of this – watch this space! This is something you could investigate at herd levels with 
your vets. Please do not increase the vitamin D levels in adult males due to the risk of urinary crystals 
forming with higher Ca:P ratios.  

 
v KEEP THE BUGS HAPPY! 

By this I mean the good bugs in the gut. The best way to achieve this over winter when grass is limited and 
of poorer quality, is to provide ad libitum hay. This should be mould and dust free and provided in a way 
that ALL animals have access at all times.  

 
v KEEP THE WATER FLOWING 

With temperatures dropping below freezing, water troughs will be high up on the list to check daily to 
ensure your animals have access to water. To reduce the risk of your troughs freezing, place a plastic bottle 
filled with water and a cup of salt into them.  

 
v KEEP WARM 

This is particularly important to younger and older members of the herd. 
Jackets are the best way to balance the fluctuations in temperature 
Minimise draughts; straw bales are the best for this but rubber is a good alternative and can easily be 
cleaned 
Use sand under straw bedding; this helps to absorb any excess moisture, reduce bacterial load and acts as 
a good insulator. Straw is in great demand this year and so is 
also very expensive, sand will help to reduce the amount of 
straw required.  

 
v PROVIDE A FESTIVE TREAT! 

Left over Christmas trees are safe to eat and will appeal to 
their browsing behaviour. 

	
HAVE	A	SAFE	AND	HAPPY	CHRISTMAS	–	

HERE’S	TO	2021!	
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ADVERTISEMENTS	
 

	
 
HOT OFF THE PRESS: This will now be held on Saturday 11th - Tuesday 14 September 2021. Students can 
attend the first two or three days, or all four. Anyone already booked for the now postponed dates in March 
2021, will be contacted to see if they want to transfer to the new dates or have a full refund. 

	
Alpaca	gifts	from	Sampford	Alpacas	
Due to there being no craft fairs this year I have an abundance of wonderful things made from alpaca yarn 
from my own herd. 

Throws, teddy bears, shawls, scarves, mittens, hats and much more. 
Some can be seen on www.sampfordalpacas.co.uk  or telephone for 
more detailed information. 
 
Rosalind Pugh 
01503 220957 
07535722617 

 
 

Full-Filled Four-Day Clinic 
at Mullacott Alpacas! 

A once in a lifetime opportunity to study 
a new species in great detail 

with a master teacher! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presented, in person, by Marty McGee Bennett, creator and founder of 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to Camelidynamics 
and the Science of Behaviour: 
• Learn why CAMELIDynamics is 

the most popular training system 
for camelids and is still going 
strong after almost 40 years! 

• The psychology of behaviour 
• How to herd, catch halter and lead 
• How to effectively and calmly 

complete the herd management 
requirements 

 
Event includes: 
• Event Marker (Clicker) Training: 

What it is, why it works and 
how to do it! 

• Plus, Leading with Awareness. 
 

Choose to attend 2, 3 or four days. 

Marty has travelled over a million miles around the 
world teaching her brand of animal understanding. It 
isn’t enough to have a mastery of the material, a 
teacher must be able to excite and inspire. Marty is 
exceptional at both working with animals and teaching 
people. She uses training aids she developed herself 
along with a variety of role playing exercises designed 
to help owners really understand their woolly buddies. 
Marty teaches a four day event only once in a great 
while. You also get to meet and work with the 
appaloosa herd at Mullacott Alpacas in the UK. 

Register for Mullacott/CAMELIDynamics Event HERE 
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LIGHT	HEARTED	HINTS	&	TIPS	
 
(More)	Poo	matters	
By	Wendy	Scott,	Dark	Sky	Alpacas	
	

 
Now the winter is here, make sure you stay warm 
when you’re out poo picking with a lovely tartan 
blanket and a small pet as a hot water bottle J 
 
 
 
 
…and just as its Christmas, one more poo type for 
your collection (absolutely the last one I promise!!) 
(see last newsletter if you are bemused J ) 

	
	
DATES	FOR	THE	DIARY	(as	published	by	BAS	11/12/20)	

	

2021 
Welsh Winter Fleece Show 
Date: 6 Feb 2021 
Opens: 23 Nov 20 
Closes: 4 Jan 2021 
Location: TBC 
Judge: TBC 
Cost: £24 

BAS National Show 
Date 26th, 27th and 28th March 2021 
 
NWAG Halter Show 
Saturday 3rd April 2021 
 Judge: Mary-Jo Smith 
 Venue: The Exhibition Hall, Border Way Mart. Carlisle, Cumbria. 
 
 

	

HAPPY	CHRISTMAS	EVERYONE	FROM	THE	CCA! 	
stay	safe	and	see	you	in	2021	

The Walnut Whip 

Scottish Alpaca Championships 
Date:             Sat 24 April 2021 & Sun 25 April 2021 
Location:      Lanark Auction Mart 
Halter Judge:  Barbara Hetherington 
 
 
South of England Spring Alpaca Show  
Date:    Saturday 24th and Sunday 25 April 2021 
Location: Ardingly 
Judge:      Jo Bridge 


